The Honorable Board of Lander County Commissioners met jointly in special session with the Humboldt
County Board of Commissioners and the Pershing County Board of Commissioners in the Humboldt
County Courthouse in Winnemucca, Nevada on April 6, 2015 at 3:00 P.M.

PRESENT: PATSY WAITS, VICE CHAIRMAN
ART CLARK Ill, COMMISSIONER
SEAN BAKKER, COMMISSIONER
DOUG MILLS, COMMISSIONER
THEODORE HERRERA, DISTRICT ATTORNEY
KEITH WESTENGARD, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
LIZ BARELA, DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE MANAGER

ABSENT: STEVEN STIENMETZ, CHAIRMAN

Let the record reflect the presence of a quorum of four Commissioners.

JOINT MEETING BETWEEN THE LANDER COUNTY COMMISSION, THE PERSHING COUNTY COMMISSION,
AND THE HUMBOLDT COUNTY COMMISSION. A joint meeting was held with Humboldt and Pershing
Counties to discuss the Sixth Judicial District Budget and Legislative Matters and other matters of
interest. Let the record reflect the presence of District Judge Michael R. Montero, District Judge Jim C.
Shirley, Juvenile Court Master Bernard Schneider, Chief Juvenile Probation Officer Ed Sampson, Chief
Justice James Hardestry via telephone. Those present on behalf of Humboldt County were
Commissioners Garley Amos, Marlene Brissenden, Jim French, Ron Cerri, and Mike Bell. Those present
on behalf of Pershing County were Commissioners Darin Bloyed, Carol Shank, and Pat Irwin.

PUBLIC COMMENT

No Public Comment

APPROVAL OF AGENDA NOTICE

The Notice of Posting was reviewed, found to be in order and approved by the consensus of the board.
APPROVED

PUBLIC COMMENT

No Public Comment

(A) FISCAL YEAR 2015-2016 BUDGET WORKSHOP for Sixth Judicial District Funds:

1) District Court
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Judge Montero gave an update on the District Court budget and that there is a slight
decrease this year due to some salaries and some employees that have retired. The
budget is broken down with a $5,000 fee that comes to Humboldt County for
administration of the Tri-County Agreement. Humboldt pays 60%, Pershing pays 20%
with a $2,500 administrative fee, and same for Lander paying 20% with the $2,500
administrative fee. Unknown Commissioner made a motion to accept the District Court
budget motion was carried. APPROVED

2) Court Reporters

Judge Montero gave the update on the Court Reporter budget with a 5% increase due to
the cost of living. This is also for the Tri-County agreement with Humboldt County
paying 60%, Pershing County paying 20%, and Lander County paying 20% also. He also
gave an update on just Humboldt County’s budget for certain areas such as Child
Protective Services, Pre-Sentence Investigation Reports that are needed, Transcripts,
and other services. Unknown Commissioner made a motion to accept the Court
Reporters Budget. APPROVED

3) Law Library

Judge Montero gave an update on the Law Library Budget. He informed everyone that it
is almost all electronic now and there is a computer in there for people to use. Unknown
Commissioner made a motion to approve the Law Library fund as presented. APPROVED

4) Drug Court

Judge Montero gave an update on the Drug Court Budget and that it is funded by grants
so it does not come out of Humboldt County’s budget. He said that this is the last year
for the grant and they are in the process of applying for new grants for next year. Ted
Herrera, The Lander County District Attorney, talked about the tentative budget and
factoring in AB 435 and also the changing of the districts. He said that the Lander County
Commissioners wanted him to speak on behalf of Lander County that if the AB 435 for
some reason does not pass that they are not waving any objections to the 1996 or the
1985 contract between the three counties. Ted said that he believes there has been
some unauthorized staff hirings and in the contract it says that any hiring should be
approved by all three counties. He stated he does not believe anyone there was aware
of this. Jim Shirley stated that it needs to be clear regarding the fiscal years that nothing
would be in effect until the next fiscal year. He reassured everyone that the realignment
has nothing to do with this issue. Ted said the contract survives another year whether or
not the Counties split. Judge Montero stated that this might be a little premature
because we have not heard the Juvenile Budget yet. Ted agreed and said that we should
hear the Juvenile Budget before discussion. Commissioner Brissenden made a motion to
approve the District Court Budget as presented. APPROVED

5) Juvenile Probation

Ed Sampson, Chief Juvenile Probation Officer, for the record handed out a packet. He
reflected the slight increase in the budget solely due to salaries and benefits. He went
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(B)

over all the numbers for all areas of The Juvenile Probation. He also gave an update on
the $45,000 extra they normally get in the budget for upgrades, but this year it is the
control panels and that amount will not be close to enough so they might not even need
that money. Ted Herrara, Lander County District Attorney, for the record stated the
objections that Lander County has with the Lander County Juvenile Probation Officers
having to work in Humboldt County because of the lack of staff in Humboldt and that it
leaves Lander County shorthanded because of that. Unknown Commissioner made a
motion to accept the Juvenile Budget as presented. APPROVED

LEGISLATIVE MATTERS:

1) AB 435

Chief Justice James Hardestry, via telephone, gave an update on the realignment of
districts. It has been an objective of his since 2009 on how they can gain better access to
justice in Mineral County. There was a slideshow and handouts with the 10 judicial
districts listed and they went over some of the districts and how the caseloads differ.
Pershing County, Lander County, and Mineral County would become the 11" Judicial
District and Humboldt would stay the 6" Judicial District. He stated, after the
realignment the budgets would stay about the same. This would take place July 1, 2015
if it gets passed by legislative. Commissioner Amos made a motion to support the
creation of the Eleventh Judicial and the separation of the districts and draft a resolution
and authorize the chairman to sign it. APPROVED

2) SB 451

This bill was introduced March 23, 2015 and pertains to State Public Defenders. Lander
County, some time ago, opted out of State Public Defenders and went to contracting out
for the service. Ted Herrera spoke about this being agendized for Lander County as well
and he stated that the system was broken and if resurrected it will still be broken and
will never get better. He stated that the amount they are asking for is 2 %2 times what he
could do the job for and they wouldn’t provide services in Battle Mountain they would
get someone for Humboldt County and they would travel to Lander and Pershing County
when needed. The counties are paying the money and giving up oversight. Patsy Waits
stated that we should stay neutral because an agreement could not be made, but to
voice the concerns. Unknown Person stated that we need to oppose it not stay neutral.
Commissioner Clark stated that he was worried about NACO being absorbed by Washoe
and Clark County. Pat Irwin stated that this was not the case that there has been no
strong arming from those counties and everyone has an equal vote. Commissioner Clark
stated that NACO needs to be stopping government overreach and if we are giving them
our support then they need to stop it. Pat Irwin said he agrees and he believes they are
doing that. Jim French stated that he agrees with Pat Irwin, and that they need to take
action and be able to represent on this matter. Commissioner Bakker moved to mirror
the motion made by Humboldt County to oppose the SB 451, seconded by
Commissioner Clark. APPROVED A motion was also made to send a letter for the two
counties. APPROVED
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3) Other Legislative Matters

Ted Herrera spoke about the elected officials and the salary increase and that NACO
took a vote and they agreed to back the bill to give the elected officials a salary increase.
Mr. Fontane had said that they would back it by 3%, but it was voted by NACO they
would back an 8% increase. Ted Herrera said a letter had to be sent to show that it was
an 8% not a 3%. Commissioner Waits stated that the discussion was 8% and that the bill
could be amended and Mr. Fontane told her that he presented it as such and the bill
cannot be changed. Mr. Herrera stated he did not have the same understanding.
DISCUSSION ONLY

(C) Other Matters of Interest to the three counties:

Commissioner Mills brought up the topic of ranching and the BLM conflicts and also the
Wild Horses in Lander County and asked the Humboldt County Commissioners how they
are handling all of that. Unknown Commissioner for Humboldt County gave an update
on their position for those topics as well as the sage grouse topic. Their county has not
taken any action on the topic it has just been discussed. DISCUSSION ONLY

(D)

PUBLIC COMMENT

No Public Comment

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business before the Board at this time, Commissioner Bakker moved to adjourn
the Tri-County Special Session Meeting of April 6, 2015. The motion was voted and carried by the
consensus of the Board. ADJOURNED
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